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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH BRITISH AMBASSADOR - 
SALT 

1 . AT THEIR MEETING IN THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE ON NOVEMBER 
30, THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR SAID THAT WHILE HE WISHED TO 
REAFFIRM THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS STRONGLY SUPPORTIVE OF 
US EFFORTS TO REACH A SALT AGREEMENT WITH THE USSR, THE 
SECRETARY COULD APPRECIATE THAT AN OBVIOUS QUESTION FOR 
THE BRITISH WAS WHETHER THE PROTOCOL AS PRESENTLY 
ENVISAGED WOULD ALLOW THE TRANSFER OF TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW 
ON SUCH WEAPONS SYSTEMS AS THE CRUISE MISSILE TO OUR 
ALLIES, FOR EXAMPLE, THE BRITISH AND THE FRG. THE 
SECRETARY SAID THE PROTOCOL IN ITS PRESENT FORM WOULD 
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ALLOW SUCH A TRANSFER. 

2. ASKED TO SPECULATE ON THE LIKELY TIMETABLE FOR 
RATIFICATION OF A SALT AGREEMENT, THE SECRETARY SAID IT 
WOULD BE A TOTAL GUESS ON HIS PART BUT HE THOUGHT IT 
WOULD TAKE UNTIL MARCH TO COMPLETE OUR NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
THE USSR. RATIFICATION IN THE CONGRESS WOULD FOLLOW THE 
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PANAMA TREATY AND THEREFORE WOULD NOT COME UP UNTIL LATE 
SPRING. 

3. THE SECRETARY AGREED WITH JAY'S OBSERVATION THAT 

IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF THE EUROPEANS WERE MORE PUBLICLY 
SUPPORTIVE OF US EFFORTS TO REACH A SALT AGREEMENT 
WITH THE SOVIET UNION. CONGRESSIONAL OPPONENTS TO 
SALT CLAIM THEY HEAR PRIVATELY FROM CERTAIN EUROPEANS 
THAT THERE IS STRONG OPPOSITION BY OUR PRINCIPAL 
ALLIES TO THE TREATY. THE SECRETARY INTENDS TO RAISE 
THIS CLAIM AT THE NATO MINISTERIAL IN BRUSSELS NEXT 
WEEK, ESPECIALLY IN THE QUADRIPARTITE CONTEXT. 

4. TURNING TO SALT III AND IN RESPONSE TO JAY'S 
QUESTIONS, THE SECRETARY SAID THAT SALT III WOULD BE QUITE 
DIFFERENT FROM SALT II. WE WILL HAVE TO MOVE INTO GREY 
AREAS AND MAY EVEN FIND IT DESIRABLE TO DIVIDE SALT III 
INTO GREY AND NON-GREY PARTS. HE WAS UNABLE TO DISCUSS 
THE SALT III STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLE AS IT WAS TOO 
PRELIMINARY. HE AGREED WITH JAY THAT AS WE APPROACH 
SALT III WE MAY SEE THE SALT AND MBFR NEGOTIATIONS 
MOVING TOWARD ONE ANOTHER. 

5. JAY THOUGHT THAT THE ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPONS 
COULD ONLY BECOME A BARGAINING CHIP IN THE NEGOTIATIONS 
WHEN THE US HAD MADE ITS DECISION ON THE WEAPON AND 
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ASKED WHEN THE DECISION WOULD BE MADE. THE SECRETARY 

REPLIED THAT HIS POSITION WAS THAT WE SHOULD NOT 

MAKE A DECISION UNTIL WE HAD THE EUROPEAN RESPONSES. VANCE 
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1 . AT THEIR MEETING IN THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE ON NOVEMBER 
30, THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR SAID THAT WHILE HE WISHED TO 
REAFFIRM THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS STRONGLY SUPPORTIVE OF 
US EFFORTS TO REACH A SALT AGREEMENT WITH THE USSR, THE 
SECRETARY COULD APPRECIATE THAT AN OBVIOUS QUESTION FOR 
THE BRITISH WAS WHETHER THE PROTOCOL AS PRESENTLY 
ENVISAGED WOULD ALLOW THE TRANSFER OF TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW 
ON SUCH WEAPONS SYSTEMS AS THE CRUISE MISSILE TO OUR 
ALLIES, FOR EXAMPLE, THE BRITISH AND THE FRG. THE 
SECRETARY SAID THE PROTOCOL IN ITS PRESENT FORM WOULD 
ALLOW SUCH A TRANSFER. 

2. ASKED TO SPECULATE ON THE LIKELY TIMETABLE FOR 
RATIFICATION OF A SALT AGREEMENT, THE SECRETARY SAID IT 
WOULD BE A TOTAL GUESS ON HIS PART BUT HE THOUGHT IT 
WOULD TAKE UNTIL MARCH TO COMPLETE OUR NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
THE USSR. RATIFICATION IN THE CONGRESS WOULD FOLLOW THE 
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PANAMA TREATY AND THEREFORE WOULD NOT COME UP UNTIL LATE 
SPRING. 

3. THE SECRETARY AGREED WITH JAY'S OBSERVATION THAT 

IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF THE EUROPEANS WERE MORE PUBLICLY 
SUPPORTIVE OF US EFFORTS TO REACH A SALT AGREEMENT 
WITH THE SOVIET UNION. CONGRESSIONAL OPPONENTS TO 
SALT CLAIM THEY HEAR PRIVATELY FROM CERTAIN EUROPEANS 
THAT THERE IS STRONG OPPOSITION BY OUR PRINCIPAL 
ALLIES TO THE TREATY. THE SECRETARY INTENDS TO RAISE 
THIS CLAIM AT THE NATO MINISTERIAL IN BRUSSELS NEXT 
WEEK, ESPECIALLY IN THE QUADRIPARTITE CONTEXT. 

4. TURNING TO SALT III AND IN RESPONSE TO JAY'S 
QUESTIONS, THE SECRETARY SAID THAT SALT III WOULD BE QUITE 
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DIFFERENT FROM SALT II. WE WILL HAVE TO MOVE INTO GREY 
AREAS AND MAY EVEN FIND IT DESIRABLE TO DIVIDE SALT III 
INTO GREY AND NON-GREY PARTS. HE WAS UNABLE TO DISCUSS 
THE SALT III STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLE AS IT WAS TOO 
PRELIMINARY. HE AGREED WITH JAY THAT AS WE APPROACH 
SALT III WE MAY SEE THE SALT AND MBFR NEGOTIATIONS 
MOVING TOWARD ONE ANOTHER. 

5. JAY THOUGHT THAT THE ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPONS 
COULD ONLY BECOME A BARGAINING CHIP IN THE NEGOTIATIONS 
WHEN THE US HAD MADE ITS DECISION ON THE WEAPON AND 
ASKED WHEN THE DECISION WOULD BE MADE. THE SECRETARY 
REPLIED THAT HIS POSITION WAS THAT WE SHOULD NOT 

MAKE A DECISION UNTIL WE HAD THE EUROPEAN RESPONSES. 

VANCE. UNQOTE VANCE 
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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 286982 ACTION BONN DEC 1 

QUOTE SECRET STATE 286982 

NODIS 

FOR AMBASSADOR ONLY 

E.O. 11652:XGDS-3 
TAGS: FR, UK, GW 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH BRITISH AMBASSADOR - 
SALT 

1 . AT THEIR MEETING IN THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE ON NOVEMBER 
30, THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR SAID THAT WHILE HE WISHED TO 
REAFFIRM THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS STRONGLY SUPPORTIVE OF 
US EFFORTS TO REACH A SALT AGREEMENT WITH THE USSR, THE 
SECRETARY COULD APPRECIATE THAT AN OBVIOUS QUESTION FOR 
THE BRITISH WAS WHETHER THE PROTOCOL AS PRESENTLY 
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ENVISAGED WOULD ALLOW THE TRANSFER OF TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW 
ON SUCH WEAPONS SYSTEMS AS THE CRUISE MISSILE TO OUR 
ALLIES, FOR EXAMPLE, THE BRITISH AND THE FRG. THE 
SECRETARY SAID THE PROTOCOL IN ITS PRESENT FORM WOULD 
ALLOW SUCH A TRANSFER. 

2. ASKED TO SPECULATE ON THE LIKELY TIMETABLE FOR 
RATIFICATION OF A SALT AGREEMENT, THE SECRETARY SAID IT 
WOULD BE A TOTAL GUESS ON HIS PART BUT HE THOUGHT IT 
WOULD TAKE UNTIL MARCH TO COMPLETE OUR NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
THE USSR. RATIFICATION IN THE CONGRESS WOULD FOLLOW THE 
PANAMA TREATY AND THEREFORE WOULD NOT COME UP UNTIL LATE 
SPRING. 

3. THE SECRETARY AGREED WITH JAY'S OBSERVATION THAT 

IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF THE EUROPEANS WERE MORE PUBLICLY 
SUPPORTIVE OF US EFFORTS TO REACH A SALT AGREEMENT 
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WITH THE SOVIET UNION. CONGRESSIONAL OPPONENTS TO 
SALT CLAIM THEY HEAR PRIVATELY FROM CERTAIN EUROPEANS 
THAT THERE IS STRONG OPPOSITION BY OUR PRINCIPAL 
ALLIES TO THE TREATY. THE SECRETARY INTENDS TO RAISE 
THIS CLAIM AT THE NATO MINISTERIAL IN BRUSSELS NEXT 
WEEK, ESPECIALLY IN THE QUADRIPARTITE CONTEXT. 

4. TURNING TO SALT III AND IN RESPONSE TO JAY'S 
QUESTIONS, THE SECRETARY SAID THAT SALT III WOULD BE QUITE 
DIFFERENT FROM SALT II. WE WILL HAVE TO MOVE INTO GREY 
AREAS AND MAY EVEN FIND IT DESIRABLE TO DIVIDE SALT III 
INTO GREY AND NON-GREY PARTS. HE WAS UNABLE TO DISCUSS 
THE SALT III STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLE AS IT WAS TOO 
PRELIMINARY. HE AGREED WITH JAY THAT AS WE APPROACH 
SALT III WE MAY SEE THE SALT AND MBFR NEGOTIATIONS 
MOVING TOWARD ONE ANOTHER. 
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5. JAY THOUGHT THAT THE ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPONS 
COULD ONLY BECOME A BARGAINING CHIP IN THE NEGOTIATIONS 
WHEN THE US HAD MADE ITS DECISION ON THE WEAPON AND 
ASKED WHEN THE DECISION WOULD BE MADE. THE SECRETARY 
REPLIED THAT HIS POSITION WAS THAT WE SHOULD NOT 
MAKE A DECISION UNTIL WE HAD THE EUROPEAN RESPONSES. 
VANCE. UNQOTE VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 286982 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY S/S:LFLEISCHER 
APPROVED BY S/S:LFLEISCHER 

026015 020133Z/73 

O 020128Z DEC 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

SECRET STATE 286982 

NODIS 

FOR Z. BRZEZINSKI 

FOL RPT STATE 286982 ACTION BONN 1 DEC 77 QUOTE 
SECRET STATE 286982 

NODIS 

FOR AMBASSADOR ONLY 

E.O. 11652:XGDS-3 
TAGS: FR, UK, GW 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH BRITISH AMBASSADOR - 
SALT 

1 . AT THEIR MEETING IN THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE ON NOVEMBER 
30, THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR SAID THAT WHILE HE WISHED TO 
REAFFIRM THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS STRONGLY SUPPORTIVE OF 
US EFFORTS TO REACH A SALT AGREEMENT WITH THE USSR, THE 
SECRETARY COULD APPRECIATE THAT AN OBVIOUS QUESTION FOR 
THE BRITISH WAS WHETHER THE PROTOCOL AS PRESENTLY 
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ENVISAGED WOULD ALLOW THE TRANSFER OF TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW 
ON SUCH WEAPONS SYSTEMS AS THE CRUISE MISSILE TO OUR 
ALLIES, FOR EXAMPLE, THE BRITISH AND THE FRG. THE 
SECRETARY SAID THE PROTOCOL IN ITS PRESENT FORM WOULD 
ALLOW SUCH A TRANSFER. 

2. ASKED TO SPECULATE ON THE LIKELY TIMETABLE FOR 
RATIFICATION OF A SALT AGREEMENT, THE SECRETARY SAID IT 
WOULD BE A TOTAL GUESS ON HIS PART BUT HE THOUGHT IT 
WOULD TAKE UNTIL MARCH TO COMPLETE OUR NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
THE USSR. RATIFICATION IN THE CONGRESS WOULD FOLLOW THE 
PANAMA TREATY AND THEREFORE WOULD NOT COME UP UNTIL LATE 
SPRING. 

3. THE SECRETARY AGREED WITH JAY'S OBSERVATION THAT 

IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF THE EUROPEANS WERE MORE PUBLICLY 
SUPPORTIVE OF US EFFORTS TO REACH A SALT AGREEMENT 
WITH THE SOVIET UNION. CONGRESSIONAL OPPONENTS TO 
SALT CLAIM THEY HEAR PRIVATELY FROM CERTAIN EUROPEANS 
THAT THERE IS STRONG OPPOSITION BY OUR PRINCIPAL 
ALLIES TO THE TREATY. THE SECRETARY INTENDS TO RAISE 
THIS CLAIM AT THE NATO MINISTERIAL IN BRUSSELS NEXT 
WEEK, ESPECIALLY IN THE QUADRIPARTITE CONTEXT. 
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4. TURNING TO SALT III AND IN RESPONSE TO JAY'S 
QUESTIONS, THE SECRETARY SAID THAT SALT III WOULD BE QUITE 
DIFFERENT FROM SALT II. WE WILL HAVE TO MOVE INTO GREY 
AREAS AND MAY EVEN FIND IT DESIRABLE TO DIVIDE SALT III 
INTO GREY AND NON-GREY PARTS. HE WAS UNABLE TO DISCUSS 
THE SALT III STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLE AS IT WAS TOO 
PRELIMINARY. HE AGREED WITH JAY THAT AS WE APPROACH 
SALT III WE MAY SEE THE SALT AND MBFR NEGOTIATIONS 
MOVING TOWARD ONE ANOTHER. 
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5. JAY THOUGHT THAT THE ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPONS 
COULD ONLY BECOME A BARGAINING CHIP IN THE NEGOTIATIONS 
WHEN THE US HAD MADE ITS DECISION ON THE WEAPON AND 
ASKED WHEN THE DECISION WOULD BE MADE. THE SECRETARY 
REPLIED THAT HIS POSITION WAS THAT WE SHOULD NOT 
MAKE A DECISION UNTIL WE HAD THE EUROPEAN RESPONSES. VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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